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Beschreibung 

European security policy comprises the security policy of European nation-states and the Common 

Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) of the European Union. The latter is shaped by EU member 

states, EU Commission and parliament, and achieved considerable institutional clout and relative 

importance especially in the last twenty years. The former nation-state policies have substantially 

cooperated and converged within the framework of EU and NATO policies, but also continue to 

diverge due to different national preferences. The questions are: what drives EU and European 

nation-state security policies and why do they converge on some issues but differ in other cases? 

The seminar investigates the ideational, material and institutional foundations of European security 

policies by focussing on the EU-level as well as on the security policies of the major European 

powers France, Germany, Italy, Poland and the UK. These actor’s policies will be analyzed through 

three theoretical lenses: neorealist (power), institutionalist (EU rules) and domestic politics 

(material interests, societal ideas) approaches. The case studies for the examination of European 

security policies include Transatlantic Relations, Russia’s war on Ukraine, the Middle-East and 

China’s rise. 

Voraussetzungen für Studiennachweise / Modulprüfungen  

Studiennachweis: aktive Teilnahme an der wöchentlichen Diskussion der jeweiligen Referate, 

fristgerechte Abgabe der Literaturberichte in der 3. und 4 Sitzung, Übernahme eines Referates mit 

Thesenpapier & PowerPoint. Leistungsnachweis: wie Studiennachweis inklusive Hausarbeit bzw. 

mündlicher (Modulabschluss-)Prüfung. 

Teilnahmevoraussetzungen 

Attendance of the Lecture/Vorlesung „Einführung in die Internationalen Beziehungen“, registration 

per CampusOffice (start 01.09.2024, 8:00 o’clock), summaries of the required readings (see below) 

of one page per article (total: 6 pages) to be submitted in the 3rd and 4th sessions. Attendance of the 

IRLecture can be substituted by summaries of the lecture’s required readings. 
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