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Beschreibung 

The European Union (EU) is a unique project in which its Member States have pooled sovereignty 

in certain policy areas, harmonized laws on a number of social, economic and political issues, and 

expressed support for a certain set of common European ideas and values. However, the outbreak 

of the Eurozone crisis and the migration and refugee crisis have caused divergences among EU 

Member States and substantially perplexed further regional integration. The case of Brexit, in turn, 

has resulted in broader political implications for the entire EU project. Consequently,  it  is an 

unprecedented  case  in  more  than  half  a  century’s  history  of  institution building and 

commitments to joint action when some  of  European integration’s aspects  have come to a 

standstill or even been abrogated.  

The question “What are the conditions of the stops and goes of the EU integration process?” is 

sought to be resolved. Therefore, the task of this seminar is to investigate the role of power, 

institutions and societal ideas and interests on EU Member States’ position vis-à-vis major internal 

and external challenges the EU faces today. For this  aim  the  seminar  employs  the  following IR  

theories:  power-based Neorealism,  rules-oriented Institutionalism  and domestic politics theories 

such as Liberal  IR theory and the societal approach to governmental preference formation. 

Voraussetzungen für Studiennachweise / Modulprüfungen  

Ein Studiennachweis wird vergeben für regelmäßige und aktive Teilnahme an den wöchentlichen 

Diskussionen der jeweiligen Referate, fristgerechte Abgabe der Literaturberichte in der 3. und 4 

Sitzung und Übernahme eines Referats mit Thesenpapier, Powerpoint-Präsentation und 

Diskussionsfragen. Modulprüfung: wie Studiennachweis inklusive Hausarbeit bzw. mündlicher 

Prüfung. 

Teilnahmevoraussetzungen 

Teilnahme an der Vorlesung „Einführung in die Internationalen Beziehungen“. Anmeldung per 

CampusOffice ab 01.09.2020. Anfertigung von Literaturberichte (eine Seite Zusammenfassung pro 

Text) zu den untenstehenden Texten. Ausreichende Kenntnisse der englischen Sprache. 
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