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Beschreibung

The rise of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) brought a significant number of
challenges and opportunities both for BRICS as “emerging powers” and for the rest of the world.
This grouping, which includes some of the large economies and most-populated countries, expressed
in many cases an alternative vision on global governance issues compared to Western countries (such
as security, finance, trade, environment) and questioned the established realities of the international
system, changing thus the dynamics of it. In the seminar participants will be able to learn: (1) how
and in which context did the BRICS grouping emerge; (2) what are the positions and aims of the
BRICS countries on the global level (e.g. within UNSC, IMF, G20) and on the regional level; (3)
what lies behind these positions; and (4) what kind of impact do the positions of these states have on
the international system. Besides, the participants will explore the theories of International Relations
(IR) that focus on power-based (neorealism) and domestic politics (liberalism, societal approach)
explanations, and apply the theoretical knowledge to specific empirical case-studies for the analysis
of the driving forces behind the actors’ positions.

Voraussetzungen fur Studiennachweise / Modulpriifungen

Studiennachweis: aktive Teilnahme an der wochentlichen Diskussion der jeweiligen Referate,
fristgerechte Abgabe der Literaturberichte in der 3. und 4 Sitzung, Ubernahme eines Referats mit
Thesenpapier, Powerpoint-Prasentation und Diskussionsfragen. Modulprifung: wie
Studiennachweis inklusive Hausarbeit bzw. mundlicher Prifung.

Teilnahmevoraussetzungen

Teilnahme an der Vorlesung ,,Einfiihrung in die Internationalen Beziehungen*, Anmeldung per
Campus Office, Anfertigung von Literaturberichten (eine Seite Zusammenfassung pro Text) zu den
unten stehenden Texten bis zur 3. und 4. Sitzung. Ausreichende Kenntnisse der englischen Sprache.
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